
Hope!  This is where 

movements are born 

and fostered.  May it 

continue!  

 

2) We have had 

numerous visitors 

checking out our 

Central Gather-

ing the past 
month.   It is always 

exciting to see more 

people, but the thing 

that I have consis-

tently observed (and 

am most excited 

about) is that many 

of these visitors are 

unchurched or de-churched 

people (people who have given 

up on church, but who are com-

ing back around).  This is our 

ongoing priority focus ð reaching 

the unchurched and unreached 

world.  

 

3) Scores of new personal dis-

cipling relationships have be-

gun.  It is really hard to keep up 

with all of this statistically, but 

suffice it to say that I hear of a 

couple of new disciplers emerging 

every week!  This is one of the 

key pistons keeping the engine of 

the church going and advanc-

ing.  The gates of hell start to 

shake when individuals get per-

sonally involved advancing the 

Kingdom with others! 
 

           (continued on page 2) 
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One of the things I 

have been meditat-

ing upon and believ-

ing God for is that 

we will live together 

with a strong sense 

of anticipation.  A 

mark of living, dy-

namic fellowships is 

that there is a cul-
ture of wonder and 

expectancy of the 

movement of God.  

As you read through 

the book of Acts, it 

is hard to miss that 

the believers felt like 

they were a part of something 

much bigger than themselves.  

They had challenges, problems, 

and imperfections to be sure.  

But they had no doubt that God 

was on the move because their 

surrounding world was being 

turned upside down by the Gos-

pel!  I have personally experi-

enced something like this during 

my college days at K-State.  I had 

the privilege of being involved 

with Christian Challenge first as a 

student and later as a staff mem-

ber.  Those days in the mid and 

late ô90s were exciting times!  It 

seemed like every week some-

thing new was happeningénew 

people were coming to Christé

new leaders were stepping up 

with courageous faith.  We had 

problems to be sure, but we did 

not doubt that God was on the 
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move on the K-State campus. 

 

Well, it occurred to me the 

other day that this has been an 

exciting season in the life of our 

fellowship!  There are a lot of 

signs of the Kingdomõs advance all 

around us.  Here are a few brief 

observations to pass along and to 

lead you to gratitude to God: 

 

1) I know of at least 4 people 

who have committed their life 

to Christ within the past 3 -6 

months!  As exciting as this is, I 

am equally thrilled with the fact 

that these folks are passing along 

their newfound hope in Christ to 

others in their circles of influ-

ence!  One person already came 

to Christ largely because of the 

witness of someone who had just 

come to Christ through New 
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 world of unchurched youth.  I was 

overcome with joy a few weeks ago to 

see one of the new believers from Fusion 

standing on stage next to Ryan Nutter 

leading us in worship through music.  This 

is the kind of testimony that overcomes 

the devilõs deceptions and helps us re-

member that God is changing lives! 

 

7) Ben Deaver and International Stu-
dent Ministry are pulling together a 

nationwide conference here in Man-

hattan.   This is a rare opportunity for us 

to learn how to better engage our world 

with the gospel.  The ACMI 2010 confer-

ence is May 27-29.  Check it out!  Ask 

Deaver for more details or check out his 

article in this newsletter. 

 

8) Financial stewardship continues to 

progress.  Our giving was $1,000 over 

budget for January 2010!  May this con-

tinue to grow as we continue to be 

flooded with opportunities to impact our 

world with the Gospel. 

 

9) 12 more folks have signed up to go 

through the Servant Team Class.  If you 

know of others who would be interested, 

have them contact me.  I believe God has 

and will continue to use this class and this 

team to craft us into a unified and inten-

tional body of believers. 

 

10) I STRONGLY believe that our best 

days together are ahead of us ð to the 

glory of God! 

 

I think a sense of God-centered anticipation 
is starting to mark us.  It is so fun, real, and 

healthily addictive that I want moreédonõt 

you?!?!?  

 

See you soonéletõs expect great things! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  As you hear stories of what God is doing, 

please take time to pass those along to one 

another and to me.  We can resist the enemyõs 

lies by intentionally celebrating testimonies of 

the work of God in and through us. 

1) EasteréApril 4th    
Kids, get ready to celebrate Jesus dying for us 

and then coming back to life again!  There will 

be an age appropriate story about Jesusõ res-

urrection in your classroom, and then we will 

meet for a big Easter egg hunt outside to cele-

brate!  We need filled Easter eggs do-

nated for the big Easter egg hunt.   If you 

would like to donate filled eggs, you can do so 

beginning March 

7th at the Chil-

drenõs Ministry 

welcome table or 

contact Mindi 

Sturm (contact info 

on the bottom of the 

next page). 

2) Whatõs Happening  

this Summer (Jun. 6-Aug.15):  

Time for Camp!  
* Summer Camp  (Ages 3  

   through 6 th  Grade)  

   Get ready for some crazy, messy, exciting,  

   Bible learning fun!  Does a bucket of slime 

relate to the Bible?  How about a 

food fight or throwing a pie in a face?  

You bet they do!  This summer we 

will have creative and messy activities 

that will teach your children the Bible 

and help them see that Godõs Word 

is fun, alive, and practical. 

 

 

4) LIFE Groups are poised for a new 

stage of growth and multiplica-

tion.   Each group is intentionally develop-

ing a new crop of leaders and discipleship 

relationships in their group.  In April, Lord 

willing, one of our LIFE Groups will plant a 

new group with the seeds of multiplication 

and growth in its DNA.  Sustained, healthy, 

biblical growth happens in relational & 

missional community.  It is so fun to ex-
perience this together and to see a lot of 

hard work pay off in tangible ways!  Many 

of us have also started to believe God to 

multiply LIFE Groups in an astonishing 

way.  For some reason, we keep asking for 

50 healthy, reproducing groups to flood 

the landscape of Manhattan in the coming 

years.  May it be so! 

 

5) KidsLIFE is rocking!  I have chatted 

with numerous people who initially keep 

coming back to New Hope because their 

kids throw a fit if they donõt get to 

come.  Those are the kind of fits I could 

get used to!  Mindi, Angie, and their slew 

of volunteer servants are doing a PHE-

NOMENAL JOB! 

 

6) Fusion continues to advance into the 

(continued on page 3) 
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4) Odds & Ends: Other Stuff  You  

Need to  Know  
* The number of children attending KidsLIFE  

   has increased.  We are in need of some extra volunteers  

    to assist teachers.  This requires no extra preparation or work.   

    If you are interested in helping, please contact Mindi Sturm. 

 

* Spring Break (Sundays: March 7 th - 14th)é   
   We will have KidsLIFE classes as usual.  If you are available to  

    volunteer in the KidsLIFE areas that are low in volunteers,              

    please contact Mindi Sturm. 

 

      * 5 Gallon Bucket Challenge:  
        We challenged the kids to fill 10 5-   

         gallon buckets with supplies needed   

         for Haiti.  The final count of buckets  

         we filled was 15! 

 
* A BIG THANK -YOU to those who volunteer with the  

   children at New Hope!  You are greatly appreciated!  

                                  ñ Mindi  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

* Mini Summer Camp (Age 2)  

   This is a mini version of Summer Camp.  This camp will have  

   creative and messy age-appropriate activities to introduce    

   your children to the Bible and allow them to see that talking  

   about Godõs Word is fun! 

 

* Baby-Toddler Camp (Infant through Age 2)  

   Children in this camp will be introduced to the Bible through   

   the reading of simple Bible stories, through play, and through  

   the loving care of volunteers. 

 

* How Can You Help with Camp?  

   A) We need volunteers.  We are asking for everyone  

   to consider volunteering two times this summer.  Volunteer-  

   ing requires no preparation.  You help facilitate the kiddos as  

   they move through camp.  It is fun to join in and play the  

   games!  Sign ups for volunteering in the various camps begin    

   after spring break at the Childrenõs Ministry Welcome Table. 
 

   B) We need supplies.  Summer Camp requires lots of  

    supplies.  If you prefer to not work directly with the kids,  

    this is a great way to get involved by donating some needed  

    supplies.  We will have a needed supply list available at the  

    Childrenõs Ministry Welcome Table soon so stay tuned! 
 

   C) We need photographers.  Summer Camp is so  

    much fun that it needs to be captured on camera!  If you  

    like taking pictures we would love to have your help.  If you  

    are interested contact Mindi Sturm. 

 
3) What Is Love? ...From the 

Hearts of New Hope Children  
Happy Valentines Day!  Kids are thinking about hearts, candy, 

and valentines this time of year.  They have great ideas about 

what love is.  Here are some responses we got from New 

Hope kiddos when we asked òWhat do you think love is?ó: 
 

* Love isé popsicles; mom and dad love each other; Jesus  

   dying on the cross; my baba (baby); my best friend; dad kiss- 

   ing my mom a lot; hearts; following God; helping other peo- 

   ple; helping mom clean my room; saying òI love youó to eve- 

   ryone; kisses and hugs; giving a Valentine to my brother; tell- 

   ing God that I love Him; doing what God says is right. 

 

* John 15:13: òGreater love has no man than this, that he  

   lay down his life for his friends.ó  Jesus laid down his life for  

   us because he loves us.  Take time to pray that the children  
   of New Hope would understand that this is what real love is! 

Mindi Sturm : mindi.sturm@gmail.com or (785) 317-1440 

(continued from page 2) 
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As a freshman at K-State in 1999 I lived across the hall from a Vietnamese student we called Chong.  I was privi-

leged to be able to walk alongside him as he entered the Kingdom of God.  When I graduated from KSU in 2004 and 

joined the KSU Navigators staff, I got my first òofficialó international friend through the HIS (Helping 

International Students) Friendship Program: a Japanese guy named Wataru (see the picture on the right 
from my first newsletter with the Navigators in August 2004).  We studied the Scriptures together but 

he never made the difficult decision to follow Jesus.  Little did I know how important these two rela-

tionships were to my future role in the Kingdom of God.  When I first began spending significant time 

with international students in August of 2004 I never thought I would later be directing a national con-

ference devoted to International Student Ministryébut thatõs what Iõm doing!  One of my main tasks 

last semester and this semester has been coordinating the ACMI 2010 national conference.  
 

 ACMI is the Association of Christians Ministering among Internationals.  The theme of the conference is Two 

are Better than One: Standing Together, Standing Strong.  The African proverb, òIf you want to go fast, go alone.  If you 
want to go far, go togetheró embodies what ACMI 2010 is about: partnership.  
 

 Praise God that He has graciously invited us to partner alongside each other with Him in the advance of His 

Kingdom to the nations!  ACMI 2010 is about standing together and standing strong with God, family, team and in part-

nership as we stand with the message of Christ in the world.  Thatõs what the plenary (keynote) sessions will highlight.  

We will also have 35-40 workshops. 
 

 Some of you may be led to attend this conference.  Check out the website at www.acmiconference.com.  Online 

registration is open!  Some of you may be led to be on the conference prayer team.  If thatõs you, email Steve Graber, prayer 

leader, at sgraber.jer@gmail.com.  Tell him Ben sent you.  Some of you may be able to help promote ACMI 2010 to those 

who would benefit from attending.  Pick up brochures 

Sunday mornings at the International Ministry Table or 

during the week at the New Hope Office.  Some of you 

may be led to give to scholarship someone to attend 

who isnõt otherwise able.  Let me know if thatõs you.  

Iõm excited to see how God continues to move us to 

together pursue relationships that change the world! 
 

 

 

May 27 -29  

ISM (International Student Ministry) Calendar Items: 
(contact Ben Deaver at bendeaver@gmail.com or Gail Nutter at gail.nutter@gmail.com for information about the following events): 

       Saturday, February 20 ð Sushi Party Part XI hosted by Christian Challenge; 6:00-9:00pm 

       Saturday, March 6 ð HIS International Friendship Banquet at the Houston Street Ballroom; 6:00-8:30pm 

       Saturday, April 3 ð Islamic Awareness Conference at Grace Baptist Church; 9:00am-2:00pm  

       Monday, April 19 ð Pre-ACMI Gathering; 6:00-8:00pm 

       Thursday-Saturday, May 27-29 ð ACMI 2010 Conference 

Wataru and Ben Deaver 
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Tessa Roberts found me after a New Hope Central Gathering in January and showed me a pic-
ture from her cell phone of the Saudi family she and her mother, Tara, were befriending.  Tara 
sat through the Investigating World Religions LIFE University class one year ago.  She men-
tioned wanting to have a Muslim friend.  Few Muslim women sign up for an American friend 

through the HIS Friendship Program so we waited for the right opportunity to match Tara.  Then, a close friend of mine 
was getting to know a Saudi guy who mentioned that his wife wanted an American friend.  Arrangements were made for 
Tara and her 11-year old daughter, Tessa, to meet this precious woman.  Iõll let Tara tell you some of their story: 
 
       

        

 

There are exciting opportunities for us to befriend the Muslim community God has 
brought to our doorstep here in Manhattan.  Iõd love to share these opportunities with 

any who will give an ear to hear.  If thatõs you, then let me know and Iõll start brewing the 
coffeeéalthough it wonõt be Saudi coffee but probably intensely smoky French Roast! 

 

ñ Tara Roberts  

International Friendship Banquet  
 When:  Saturday, March 6th, 2010, 6:00-8:30 pm 
 Where:  Houston Street Ballroom at 427 Houston Street (Corner of 4th Street and Houston Street) 
 Who:  All international students and their American friends are invited to attend.  Cost is free!! 
 What:  Dinner for international students and their American friends. Lisa Espineli Chinn, originally from the 
   Philippines, will talk about her own experiences as a foreigner and the insights sheõs gained.  There will be 
   entertainment by K-Stateõs Japanese Yosakoi Dance Club!  
 Sponsor:  Helping International Students & Chi Alpha 
 
HIS celebrates the great diversity that international students bring to Manhattan ñ please feel free to wear traditional 
clothes from your home country to display to others you meet at the banquet!  The dinner will accommodate both vegetarian 
and non-vegetarian diets.  Rides are available from the Frith Community Center in Jardine at 5:30 pm and the west side of 
the KSU Student Union at 5:45 pm. 

(left to right) John, Tara, Tessa, and Dylan Roberts 


