
Hope!  This is where 

movements are born 

and fostered.  May it 

continue!  

 

2) We have had 

numerous visitors 

checking out our 

Central Gather-

ing the past 
month.   It is always 

exciting to see more 

people, but the thing 

that I have consis-

tently observed (and 

am most excited 

about) is that many 

of these visitors are 

unchurched or de-churched 

people (people who have given 

up on church, but who are com-

ing back around).  This is our 

ongoing priority focus ð reaching 

the unchurched and unreached 

world.  

 

3) Scores of new personal dis-

cipling relationships have be-

gun.  It is really hard to keep up 

with all of this statistically, but 

suffice it to say that I hear of a 

couple of new disciplers emerging 

every week!  This is one of the 

key pistons keeping the engine of 

the church going and advanc-

ing.  The gates of hell start to 

shake when individuals get per-

sonally involved advancing the 

Kingdom with others! 
 

           (continued on page 2) 
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One of the things I 

have been meditat-

ing upon and believ-

ing God for is that 

we will live together 

with a strong sense 

of anticipation.  A 

mark of living, dy-

namic fellowships is 

that there is a cul-
ture of wonder and 

expectancy of the 

movement of God.  

As you read through 

the book of Acts, it 

is hard to miss that 

the believers felt like 

they were a part of something 

much bigger than themselves.  

They had challenges, problems, 

and imperfections to be sure.  

But they had no doubt that God 

was on the move because their 

surrounding world was being 

turned upside down by the Gos-

pel!  I have personally experi-

enced something like this during 

my college days at K-State.  I had 

the privilege of being involved 

with Christian Challenge first as a 

student and later as a staff mem-

ber.  Those days in the mid and 

late ô90s were exciting times!  It 

seemed like every week some-

thing new was happeningénew 

people were coming to Christé

new leaders were stepping up 

with courageous faith.  We had 

problems to be sure, but we did 

not doubt that God was on the 

        8 th  Edition  

move on the K-State campus. 

 

Well, it occurred to me the 

other day that this has been an 

exciting season in the life of our 

fellowship!  There are a lot of 

signs of the Kingdomõs advance all 

around us.  Here are a few brief 

observations to pass along and to 

lead you to gratitude to God: 

 

1) I know of at least 4 people 

who have committed their life 

to Christ within the past 3 -6 

months!  As exciting as this is, I 

am equally thrilled with the fact 

that these folks are passing along 

their newfound hope in Christ to 

others in their circles of influ-

ence!  One person already came 

to Christ largely because of the 

witness of someone who had just 

come to Christ through New 
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 world of unchurched youth.  I was 

overcome with joy a few weeks ago to 

see one of the new believers from Fusion 

standing on stage next to Ryan Nutter 

leading us in worship through music.  This 

is the kind of testimony that overcomes 

the devilõs deceptions and helps us re-

member that God is changing lives! 

 

7) Ben Deaver and International Stu-
dent Ministry are pulling together a 

nationwide conference here in Man-

hattan.   This is a rare opportunity for us 

to learn how to better engage our world 

with the gospel.  The ACMI 2010 confer-

ence is May 27-29.  Check it out!  Ask 

Deaver for more details or check out his 

article in this newsletter. 

 

8) Financial stewardship continues to 

progress.  Our giving was $1,000 over 

budget for January 2010!  May this con-

tinue to grow as we continue to be 

flooded with opportunities to impact our 

world with the Gospel. 

 

9) 12 more folks have signed up to go 

through the Servant Team Class.  If you 

know of others who would be interested, 

have them contact me.  I believe God has 

and will continue to use this class and this 

team to craft us into a unified and inten-

tional body of believers. 

 

10) I STRONGLY believe that our best 

days together are ahead of us ð to the 

glory of God! 

 

I think a sense of God-centered anticipation 
is starting to mark us.  It is so fun, real, and 

healthily addictive that I want moreédonõt 

you?!?!?  

 

See you soonéletõs expect great things! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  As you hear stories of what God is doing, 

please take time to pass those along to one 

another and to me.  We can resist the enemyõs 

lies by intentionally celebrating testimonies of 

the work of God in and through us. 

1) EasteréApril 4th    
Kids, get ready to celebrate Jesus dying for us 

and then coming back to life again!  There will 

be an age appropriate story about Jesusõ res-

urrection in your classroom, and then we will 

meet for a big Easter egg hunt outside to cele-

brate!  We need filled Easter eggs do-

nated for the big Easter egg hunt.   If you 

would like to donate filled eggs, you can do so 

beginning March 

7th at the Chil-

drenõs Ministry 

welcome table or 

contact Mindi 

Sturm (contact info 

on the bottom of the 

next page). 

2) Whatõs Happening  

this Summer (Jun. 6-Aug.15):  

Time for Camp!  
* Summer Camp  (Ages 3  

   through 6 th  Grade)  

   Get ready for some crazy, messy, exciting,  

   Bible learning fun!  Does a bucket of slime 

relate to the Bible?  How about a 

food fight or throwing a pie in a face?  

You bet they do!  This summer we 

will have creative and messy activities 

that will teach your children the Bible 

and help them see that Godõs Word 

is fun, alive, and practical. 

 

 

4) LIFE Groups are poised for a new 

stage of growth and multiplica-

tion.   Each group is intentionally develop-

ing a new crop of leaders and discipleship 

relationships in their group.  In April, Lord 

willing, one of our LIFE Groups will plant a 

new group with the seeds of multiplication 

and growth in its DNA.  Sustained, healthy, 

biblical growth happens in relational & 

missional community.  It is so fun to ex-
perience this together and to see a lot of 

hard work pay off in tangible ways!  Many 

of us have also started to believe God to 

multiply LIFE Groups in an astonishing 

way.  For some reason, we keep asking for 

50 healthy, reproducing groups to flood 

the landscape of Manhattan in the coming 

years.  May it be so! 

 

5) KidsLIFE is rocking!  I have chatted 

with numerous people who initially keep 

coming back to New Hope because their 

kids throw a fit if they donõt get to 

come.  Those are the kind of fits I could 

get used to!  Mindi, Angie, and their slew 

of volunteer servants are doing a PHE-

NOMENAL JOB! 

 

6) Fusion continues to advance into the 

(continued on page 3) 


