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Study of the Minor Prophets
· 7 weeks…7 different books…7 different problems/opportunities…
· Haggai – What are our priorities?
· Hosea – Extent of God’s love?
· Jonah – Who does God love?

Familiar story:
· Whale and stuff…

Deals with a universal issue:
· Our struggle to deeply love others…especially those different than us
· Would we want God to treat us the way we often expect Him to treat others that are on our “bad side”?
· This is a story that exposes how deeply we actually are unlike God…

CONTEXT:

Jonah 1:1  1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai
· 2 Kings 14:23-25   23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. 24 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. 25 He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea, in accordance with the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.
· Prophet during some dark spiritual days
· First half of the 8th c. B.C. (around 775-750 B.C.)
· Just prior to Amos
· Prophetically predicted the expansion of Israel’s territory during this time
· POPULAR PROPHET!!!!

Jonah 1:2  2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”
· Likely the largest city of the ancient world (120,000)
· Founded by Nimrod, the great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:6-12)
· Capital city of the mighty & hated Assyrians
· Habit of impaling their conquered peoples on the roadways to remind people of their might & invincibility
· Surrounded by high fortified walls
· Assyria and Nineveh dwarfed Israel and Jerusalem…bitter rivals…
· Israel hated Assyria…and Jonah shared these sentiments…
· They demanded that God judge these immoral Assyrians!!!

Jonah 1:3  3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.
· MAP
· Tarshish about as far away as possible from Nineveh in the known world…

Why did Jonah flee?

Jonah 4:2  2 He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.”
· He knew God!  But he did not agree with God!
· What did Jonah and the Israelites already know about God…but refused to believe?
· Genesis 22:18  (To Abraham) through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.
· Psalm 50:1   1 The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
· Psalm 67:1-2  1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us— 2 so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
· Malachi 1:11  11 My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty.
· Isaiah 45:22  22 “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.
· What do we know, but refuse to take serious or act upon?
· Matthew 28:18-20  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
· Acts 1:8  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
· 2 Corinthians 5:18-20  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
· How are we doing?
· Joshua Project stats…
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· Closer to Home???
· George Barna
· Only 3 out of 10 twentysomethings attend church in typical week
· 4 out of 10 in 30’s
· 5 out of 10 age 40 and older
· 22% dip in church attendance since 1991
· Andy McAdams
· Only 15% of churches in US are growing
· And mounting evidence that 90% of growth is coming from transfer growth!!!
· Number of people who do not attend church has doubled in past 15 years
· Only 1/3 of church-goers believe they have personal responsibility to share about Christ with others
· Only 7% of new church attendees are formerly unchurched
· What about us?  You?
· Great opportunity for us since we are focused on growing through reaching the unchurched…lots of them out there!!!
· Are you “fleeing” like Jonah, or standing in there for Christ?

What does Jonah have to say to us about this situation?

Jonah 1:4-5  4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.
· Phoenician sailors – did not know about the true God; in crisis – GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!
· But Jonah’s stubborn, apathetic indifference led him to go to sleep rather than take advantage of this opportunity!

Jonah 1:6  6 The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.”
· God sent their leader to him who gave him specific opportunities to share the truth
· But Jonah was apparently silent…

Jonah 1:7-10  7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?” 9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)
· God persistently even used the sailors’ strange thinking to force Jonah onto the stage
· But Jonah offered up minimal information…

Jonah 1:14-16  14 Then they cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not let us die for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, LORD, have done as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him.
· Somehow these sailors still turned to the LORD!

God is always at work drawing people to Himself, and drawing our hearts to His purposes.
· One of the sure signs that we are at odds with God’s purposes is a tendency to go inward…to talk to ourselves…to see few people coming to Christ around us…

Jonah 1:17-2:1,10  17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.  1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God . . . 10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land (3 days later).
· Was Jonah alive inside the fish?
· He prayed…
· Language of ch. 2 seems like it could refer to him being dead…
· Resuscitation or simply regurgitation?
· Could either of these options really happen?
· Exposes what you really believe about God…
· Billy Graham – “Yes, I believe the whale swallowed Jonah.  And I believe that if God wanted it to happen, Jonah could have swallowed the whale!”
· God actively disciplines us to move us to follow His ways…this is love!

Jonah 3:1-4  1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
· A powerful, complicated message???
· 8 words in English…5 in Hebrew!

Jonah 3:5-9  5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”
· A repentant response!!!

 Jonah 3:10  10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.
· A God of Grace!!!
· A God who had been at work all along, drawing the Ninevites to Himself…

And so, of course, Jonah was ecstatic…right?!?!?

Jonah 4:1-3  1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”

Surely God has had enough this time…

Jonah 4:4  4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”
· One of God’s methods of disciplinary love is to ask us questions to get us to evaluate our lives
· Is it right for you to be angry?
· Is it right for you to pursue stuff, status, and sensuality while people are blind & lost without knowledge of My great love?
· Is it right for you to sacrifice time, treasure, and talent to carve out a comfortable & convenient life for yourself while people are desperate for truth and grace that only comes through Christ?
· Is it right for you to be dominated by other agendas at the expense of wholeheartedly following Me and my agenda?

Jonah 4:5-8  5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”
· God will go to great lengths to get our attention and break through to our hearts…so that His message can go forth to others…

Jonah 4:9  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.”
· In his own world, Jonah was god and his perspective reigned…

Jonah 4:10-11  10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?”

Apparently Jonah eventually got it…humbly offered up this negative autobiography for us to learn from!

Is this all that Jonah has to say to us?

Matthew 12:38-41  38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here.
· Jesus is greater than Jonah because…
· He sought to do the Father’s will even at great personal cost.
· He displayed great mercy and love for the lost.
· He is the greatest of all the prophets.
· He is Himself the source of God’s grace.
· He rose from the dead in a new resurrected body that would never know death.

Do you know this Jesus?

Are you more like Jesus or Jonah?
· Jonah was self-righteous, ethnocentric, and driven by the approval of his culture.
· Jesus gave His life for all peoples to find the love of God…and was rejected by His own culture.









