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Matthew 1:18-24  18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,because he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

The virgin birth (actually virgin conception) is KEY issue…God becoming man to save us! 
· Larry King, the CNN talk show host, was once asked who he would most want to interview if he could choose anyone from all of history. He said, "Jesus Christ." The questioner said, "And what would you like to ask Him?" King replied, "I would like to ask Him if He was indeed virgin-born. The answer to that question would define history for me."

The virgin birth is under critical attack:
1. Scientifically Impossible 
· in vitro fertilization, artificial insemination, etc.
· even crazier…the Holy Spirit put Jesus there (the author of the universe, the One who was never created)
· “That can’t happen!  Miracles don’t happen!”
· Usually the argument is that this couldn’t happen because miracles don’t happen (claiming omniscience)  
· A pretty easy thing for the One who made all things with a word
· The real question is “Is there a God and what is He like?”
2. Mythologically Derived
· Not describing a literal event, but just a good story similar to other birth narratives in surrounding culture (Babylonians, Persians, etc.)
· Nice try, but overlooks some key points…
· No respectable Jew would have ever bought into a Greek or Babylonian myth in order to justify the birth of his/her Messiah
· Miracles are regarded as normal in myths & legends…in this story, they are clearly surprising & unusual…even terrifying
· Joseph responding like any normal 1st century man…til heard from angel
· The content of the Gospels is too counterproductive to be myth or legend
· Consider the crucifixion:
· Why would the early Christian leaders make this up if it did not happen?
· Audience (both jew and greek) would assume Jesus was a criminal
· Jesus pleading with God in Garden
· Confusing…not a strong hero…weakling…offensive…
· Consider the apostles:
· Bumbling, doubting, scared dufuses
· The only plausible reason to include all of this (and more) is that it actually happened.
· “I have been reading poems, romances, vision literature, legends, and myths all my life.  I know what they are like.  I know none of them are like this.  Of this text there are only two possible views.  Either this is reportage . . . or else, some unknown (ancient) writer . . . without known predecessors or successors, suddenly anticipated the whole technique of modern novelistic, realistic narrative . . .”
–C.S. Lewis
3. Historically Unsupported
· Christians have bought into it since the 1st century, it is only in more modern times that “the experts” have cast doubt on this…let’s examine this a bit…
· Myths are purposefully removed from history (usually in the distant past). This is because the point of myths was entertainment or moral reflection, not information. But the accounts of Jesus’ conception and birth are lodged firmly in history—complete with genealogy, accurate chronological and geographical references, and eye-witness interviews (e.g., Mary by Luke). The authors are going out of their way to say, “This really happened! It was at this time and place, not long ago at all—and you can still talk to the people who witnessed it!”
· The story about Jesus’ virgin birth was circulated during a time when Jesus’ mother was still alive, the apostles were there in the flesh & they knew that the virgin birth would be tough to swallow (i.e. not help to easily convince people) but they told about it anyway BECAUSE IT IS TRUE!!!

Nonetheless, Jesus’ origins did not fit their expectations or ours, but He is willing to disappoint & destroy their illusions and ours so that we will believe that He is “of God”…and in fact is God in the flesh!

Jesus’ coming did fulfill some important expectations…  

Isaiah 42:8-9  8 “I am the LORD; that is my name!  I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.  9 See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.”

The OT includes about 60 different prophecies that were to be fulfilled by the Messiah (this was what they were to expect of His coming).  All written hundreds of years before Jesus came!  Consider the following…
1. A prophet like unto Moses.  (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, NKJV).
· A leader, prophet, lawgiver, deliverer, teacher, priest, anointed one, mediator
2. The Messiah would be a descendant of Noah's son, Shem. 
3. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Shem named Abraham ( Genesis 22:18; 12; 17; 22). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.
4. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Abraham's son, Isaac, not Ishmael (Gen. 17; 21). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1. 
5. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Isaac's son, Jacob, not Esau (Gen. 28; 35:10-12; Num. 24:17). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.
6. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Judah, not of the other eleven brothers of Jacob. Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.
7. More specifically, he would be a descendant of the family of Jesse in the tribe of Benjamin (Isaiah 11:1-5). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1 and Luke 3:23-38.
8. More specificially, he would be of the house of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Jeremiah 23:5; Psalm 89:3-4). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1; Luke 1:27, 32, 69. Note: Had to happen before 70 A.D. because the Jewish genealogical records were destroyed in 70 A.D., along with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, it would not be possible for a Messiah imposter who was born later to prove his lineage back to David and thus fulfill this prophecy. 
9. He will be born in a small city called Bethlehem, specifically the one formerly known as Ephratah (Micah 5:2). Fulfilled: Luke 2:4-20. Note: Christ's birth in Bethlehem was apparently not by the choice of Mary and Joseph; it was forced upon them by Caesar Augustus' taxation decree which required Joseph to leave his home in the city of Nazareth and return to his place of origin to pay the tax.
10. He will be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). Fulfilled: Matthew 1; Luke 1.
11. The Messiah would be the "seed of a woman" come to destroy the work of the Devil. 
12. He will be a priest after the order of Melchisedek  (Psalm 110:4). Fulfilled: Hebrews 5:6
13. The scepter shall not pass from the tribe of Judah until the Messiah comes. In other words, He will come before Israel loses its right to judge her own people. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the Sanhedrin of Israel lost the right to truly judge its own people when it lost the right to pass death penalties in 11 A.D. (Josephus, Antiquities, Book 17, Chapter 13). Jesus Christ was certainly born before 11 A.D.
14. He will come while the Temple of Jerusalem is standing ( Malachi 3:1; Psalm 118:26; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 11:13; Haggai 2:7-9). Fulfilled: Matthew 21:12, etc. (Note: The Temple did not exist at certain periods in Jewish history, and it was finally destroyed in 70 A.D.) 
15. He will perform many miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6). Fulfillment: See list of "Miracles Recorded in the Gospels".
16. He will open the eyes of the blind (Isa. 29:18). Fulfillment: Matt 9:27-31; 12:22; 20:29; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46; Luke 11:14; 18:35; John 9:1-7. 
17. He will speak in parables (Psalm 78:2). Fulfillment: Matthew 13:34, etc.
18. The Gentiles will believe in Him, while His own people (the Jews) will reject him ( Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; 49:6; 50:6; 60:3; Psalms 22:7-8; 118:22). Fulfillment: 1 Peter 2:7, etc.
19. A messenger (a man of the wilderness) will prepare the way for Him (Isa. 40:3; Malachi 3:1). See John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-3; 11:10; John 1:23; Luke 1:17).
20. He will enter Jerusalem riding a donkey (the colt of an ass) (Zechariah 9:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 21:5; Luke 19:32-37.
21. He will be hated for no reason (Psalm 69:4). Fulfillment: John 15:25.
22. He will be betrayed (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.
23. More specifically, He will be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10; 26:47-48.
24. The price of his betrayal will be thirty pieces of silver (Zech. 11:12). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.
25. The betrayal money will be cast onto the floor (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:5.
26. More specifically, it will be cast onto the floor of the Temple (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.
27. The betrayal money will be used to buy a potter's field (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:6-10.
28. He will not open his mouth to defend himself (Isaiah 53:7). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:12.
29. He will be beaten and spit upon (Isaiah 50:6). Fulfillment: Matthew 26:67; 27:26-30. 
30. He will be "numbered with the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). Fulfillment: Jesus was crucified as a criminal in between two thieves (Mat 27:38).
31. He will be pierced (Zechariah 12:10). Fulfillment: John 19:34
32. His hands and feet will be pierced (Psalm 22:16; cf. Zechariah 12:10; Galatians 3:13).
33. Crucifixion foretold. Psalm 22 graphically prophecies the Messiah's manner of death. At the time the psalm was written (and long after), the penalty for blasphemy was stoning. However, at the time Jesus was condemned by the Sanhedrin, it no longer had the legal right to put people to death. Thus, the case was taken to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate who crucified him according to Roman custom (see: Crucifixion).
34. His bones will not be broken (Psalm 34:20; Exodus 12 states that the Passover lamb's bones are not to be broken.). Fulfillment: John 19:33.
35. He will be given vinegar and gall to drink (Psalm 69:21). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:34, 48.
36. He will not decay (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31
37. He will be resurrected from the dead (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31, etc. See: "Resurrection of Christ".
38. He will ascend into heaven (Psalm 68:18). Fulfillment: Acts 1:9.
39. He will be seated at the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1). Fulfillment: Hebrews 1:3.
40. He will be the Son of God (Psa. 2:7). Fulfilled: Matthew 3:17, etc.
A number of years ago, Peter W. Stoner and Robert C. Newman wrote a book entitled Science Speaks. The book was based on the science of probability and vouched for by the American Scientific Affiliation. It set out the odds of any one man in all of history fulfilling even only eight of the 60 major prophecies (and 270 ramifications) fulfilled by the life of Christ.
The probability that Jesus of Nazareth could have fulfilled even eight such prophecies would be only 1 in 1017. That's 1 in 100, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000.  (read “one hundred thousand trillion”)
Stoner claims that that many silver dollars would be enough to cover the face of the entire state of Texas two feet deep, and then to suppose that a blindfolded man, heading out of Dallas by foot in any direction, would be able, on his very first attempt, to pick up one specifically marked silver dollar out of 100, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000?
Though this is all cool and very helpful…our biggest need is not to fully understand why God did it this way or even how it all fits together.  Our biggest need is to take a fresh look at Christmas AND BELIEVE!  

How long has it been since you really took a fresh, honest look at these facts?  Ever?  

Have you put in the hard work of thinking through and facing the implications of these facts?
· The birth of Jesus is a historical issue, requiring an actual response…
· Have you embraced these truths about Jesus?
· Do you see all of history through the lens of this central event?
· The birth of Jesus is a theological issue, requiring us to reinterpret our understanding of God…
· Do you believe Jesus is just one of many options, or the only God who is with us?
· Do you allow your preconceptions about what God is like to be corrected by Jesus?
· The birth of Jesus is a personal issue, requiring a personal response and commitment…
· Have you personally entrusted your life to Jesus?  
· Not enough to mentally acknowledge…
